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CARES

Confesses Jesus as Lord and Savior
Assembles to worship Him
Reaches out to share the Gospel
Educates people to follow Him
Serves our Lord and community
As We Gather
Jesus Christ Is the True Vine Who Bears Much Fruit in Us
“God is love,” and He has manifested Himself to us by sending “his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him” (1 John 4:9, 16). By the ministry of the Gospel, “he has given us of his Spirit,”
so that we also believe and confess “that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh.” In this way, we “abide in
him and he in us,” and we “love one another” (1 John 4:2, 7, 13). Such divine love is exemplified in
Philip’s preaching of “the good news about Jesus” to the Ethiopian eunuch. And when “they came to
some water,” the eunuch was baptized into the very Gospel that Philip had preached (Acts 8:35–38).
That Ethiopian was thereby grafted into “the true vine,” Jesus Christ (John 15:1), just as we are.
Already we are clean because of the Word that Christ has spoken to us and by the washing of water
with His Word. We now abide in Him by faith in His forgiveness. As He abides in us, both body and
soul, with His own body and His blood, He “bears much fruit” in us (John 15:3–5).

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Opening Worship Sentences (Psalm 118:24; 113:3; 145:1,2,8,10,21)
L This is the day which the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
L From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.
L I will extol You, my God and King, and bless Your name forever and ever.
C Every day I will bless You and praise Your name forever and ever.
L The LORD is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
C All Your works shall give thanks to You, O LORD,
and all Your saints shall bless you!
L My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD.
C Let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
L From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.
Collect
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.
O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one will. Grant that we may love what
You have commanded and desire what You promise, that among the many changes of this
world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Hymn 837 Lift High the Cross
ref Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
Till all the world adore His sacred name.
1

Come, Christians, follow where our Captain trod,
Our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God. Refrain

2

Led on their way by this triumphant sign,
The hosts of God in conqu’ring ranks combine. Refrain

3

All newborn soldiers of the Crucified
Bear on their brows the seal of Him who died. Refrain

4

O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
As Thou hast promised, draw us all to Thee. Refrain

6

So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory! Refrain

Text: © 1974 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002486

Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

John 15:1-8

1[Jesus said:] “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. 2Every branch of mine that
does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may
bear more fruit. 3Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can
you, unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in
him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not
abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown
into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish,
and it will be done for you. 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove
to be my disciples.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.
Stewardship Minute
John 15:2 – “Every branch of mine that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch
that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.” God is interested in the fruit that
we bear in good works, and He even prunes us so that we may bring forth more fruit. Trusting in
our Lord’s work for us, we are grafted by grace into His vine. We desire to be more like Him and
grow into His image. That’s growth in fruit bearing, and it always comes with some pruning.

Sermon: “You Are in Whom You Abide” (John 15:4)
The great symbol of the American nation is the American bald eagle. The bald eagle is noble,
exhibits pride and strength, and is fiercely independent. I understand Benjamin Franklin
wanted the turkey as our national symbol. Really? Turkeys are great for Thanksgiving, but
as a national symbol? Come on! Who wants to be called a turkey? Any bald eagle can easily
take care of a turkey. I mean, do you want to be compared to a turkey that everybody hunts
for food, or to a soaring, independent eagle that is free and powerful?
In Jesus’ day, one of the great symbols for Israel was the grapevine. Doesn’t that sound like
a weak symbol! I mean, what’s better, to be a Concordia Warrior able to cut down and
trample any vine or to be the Concordia vines or, better yet, the Concordia grapes ready to
be smashed by any opposing team? Why would any nation choose the grapevine to be their
symbol?
It’s because the grapevine and its fruit meant the difference of life or death to the average
person in Jesus’ time. There weren’t many choices for food. The average person probably
never had a donut or soda or coffee. And what choices you did have you probably grew
yourself. There was wheat and barley, raisins and figs, olive oil, perhaps fish or mutton and
maybe a bit of cottage cheese and fresh fruits and vegetables when in season – and that was
it.
Grapes can be dried as raisins and eaten the whole year. So raisins gave you your sugar fix
unless you found some wild honey. Juice from grapes made wine. Wine not only made the

heart merry at special celebrations; wine mixed with the water made the water safe to drink.
Carefully placed vines provided shade and protection from the heat of the day. Add in that
grapes multiply quickly, it becomes a symbol of prosperity, life, and hope.
But useful, successful grapes are not easy to grow. You need a lot of skill and knowledge and
patience. You need to cultivate the right kind of grape to dry into raisins or to produce wine.
Most varieties of grapes aren’t good to eat or suitable for juice production. Just look for a
wild grape vine. Try it’s small fruit. Bite into it and it’s large seed might break your tooth.
It’s so sour that you’ll probably spit it out before ever swallowing.
Successful vineyard cultivation requires you to understand the seasons and soils and the
effects of sunshine and water. The branches need to be pruned at the right time in the right
way to produce the optimum fruit. There is this intimate relationship between the grape
grower and the grape vine.
Today is Confirmation Sunday. Do you really think I’m talking about growing a vineyard?
Jesus todays says “I am the genuine vine. My Father is the vinedresser. He prunes the vines so
that more grapes may be produced.” Do you think Jesus is giving us the divine instruction on
growing your own vineyard to open up your own winery?
Jesus is speaking about nurturing relationships. He is speaking about our life with God. Jesus
is giving us the divine instruction about our life together in the church, in our communities,
and in the nation. Knowing something about grapes and their cultivation helps us
understand Jesus and our life with Him. And knowing something about the cultivation of
grapes helps us better understand Jesus when He says: “I am the true and genuine vine. I am
the vine and you are the branches.”
You see, the vine is rooted in the ground. It brings up the moisture and nourishment the
ground provides and shares them with the branches. Not all vines are made the same. Jesus
is the Son of God. He is eternally connected in the soil of His heavenly Father. He is rooted
in moisture and nourishment that always shares everything good to us branches. And He is
eternally connected with the sunshine and energy of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus is the Son of Man. He is born of the Virgin Mary. That means He is also rooted here on
earth. We branches can be grafted into the Jesus vine to receive the best of what God can
offer because we also are here on earth.
Vines have their life span and then die. And the branches and fruit dies with the vine. In fact,
the quality of health of the branches and fruit is directly related to the health of the vine.
Jesus died on the cross. He died because He absorbed all the funguses and diseases of us
branches. Off course, a dead vine means dead branches. But Jesus rose on the third day. He
is alive. He will never die. That means all branches connected to Jesus remain alive forever.
Let funguses and diseases cover our leaves threatening us with death, Jesus is strength to
overcome them with His forgiveness and complete renewal in the Day of Resurrection.
Separate yourself from Jesus and you’ll survive for a while only to dry up, fall off the vine,
and be gathered to fuel the eternal fire of hell. No wonder Jesus pleads so often “abide in My
love” (9,10), “keep My commandments” (10), “abide in My word” (7), “abide in Me” (4). After
all, you are and become the person in whom you abide.

Now the question comes up: If we abide and remain faithful to the true and genuine One,
then why must we suffer in life? Why does it seem like people who aren’t connected with
Jesus get away with anything they want and are so happy while we who so wholeheartedly
abide in Jesus suffer? Well, not everything is as it seems. Many people who look happy suffer.
And to help us understand suffering, Jesus again draws on the intimate relationship between
the grape grower and the grape vine.
The grape grower’s primary interest is in the grapes. Everything else is of secondary
importance. I enjoy gardening. One thing I’ve learned is that a few weeds won’t hurt the
garden. I’ll do the necessary work to keep my roses healthy and my tomatoes staked and
tied. I’ll fuss over the plants I love. I couldn’t care less about the weeds. But let the day come
where the weeds threaten the vitality of my plants, I’ll rip the weeds out and toss them away.
They’ll be gone while the plants I love remain.
God disciplines those whom He loves. Branches tend to get untidy and unable to produce
quality fruit. So God prunes us. He disciplines us because He loves us. And being pruned
hurts. A sure sign that a child is unloved is when father or mother never disciplines the child
but lets the child do whatever the child wants. Discipline hurts. Proper discipline lets us be
and accomplish what God has prepared for us.
Sufferings and hardships and discipline are special opportunities to gain new insights and
growth in life’s meaning. These are times we figure out what is important. These are times
we can learn to balance Jesus, others, and yourself. Painful times are times for choices: we
either give in to the world’s way of thinking, or we give in to Jesus, be pruned, and continue
to be nourished by Him. Difficult times are times where we more firmly attach to Jesus and
His success or detach ourselves from Jesus for the world’s success that cannot last. You are
and become the person in whom you abide.
Hear Jesus one more time: “I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in Me and I
in that one, that one is the one that bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing”
(5). Abide in Jesus.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Hymn 919 Abide, O Dearest Jesus
1 Abide, O dearest Jesus,
Among us with Your grace
That Satan may not harm us
Nor we to sin give place.

4

Abide with richest blessings
Among us, bounteous Lord;
Let us in grace and wisdom
Grow daily through Your Word.

2

Abide, O dear Redeemer,
Among us with Your Word,
And thus now and hereafter
True peace and joy afford.

5

Abide with Your protection
Among us, Lord, our strength,
Lest world and Satan fell us
And overcome at length.

3

Abide with heav’nly brightness
Among us, precious Light;
Your truth direct and keep us
From error’s gloomy night.

6

Abide, O faithful Savior,
Among us with Your love;
Grant steadfastness and help us
To reach our home above.

Text: Public domain

Prayer
P O Lord God and Father in heaven, we rejoice that through the waters of Baptism You
made us Your own children and by Your grace You have brought us to faith in Christ
Jesus. As we remember Your grace throughout our lives, we rejoice in Your gifts:
You have made us Your own, You made us a members of the body of Christ, and by
Your grace You have sustained us in the faith with Your Gospel and Sacraments. It
is by Your grace that we are able to profess this faith. We pray that You will keep us
faithful to our vows to the Church and help us to stand strong in the faith. Help us
to receive Your gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation with humility and gratitude.
Help us to always rely on the words of Your beloved Son and on His body and blood
to sustain us in the faith. Grant all this, so that we may stand before Your throne on
the Last Day, redeemed and sanctified, ready to forever feast at the marriage
banquet of the Lamb. In Jesus’ name we pray.
C Amen.
P Heavenly Father, Lord over all, we pray for Your whole creation. Enable us to bring
an end to violence and injustice, to feed and clothe people and to be faithful
caretakers of the earth, so that all may enjoy the good world which You have made.
In Jesus’ name we pray.
C Amen.
P Merciful God, You hear and answer Your children in their hour of need. We thank
You for hearing our prayers for vaccines and for keeping so many safe during this
time of pandemic. Continue to lead Your people to love by doing what we can to
help mitigate further infection. And continue to bring relief to many in our nation
and in the world who continue to suffer from illness or death of a loved one. Hear
our prayers for those requesting prayer for healing, release from trial, and for
steadfast faith in Your eternal care, especially for … . Hear also our prayers of joy
and thanksgiving for . . . . In Jesus’ name we pray.
C Amen.
LET US PRAY FOR
Confirmands: Samuel and Simon
Cancer: Karen Cox, Donny Cutaiar, Carol Farmere, Terry Gould, Evelyn Koening, Sheryl Voyles,
Joanne Zieroth, Kristine Marlatt (Hoeft family), Tim Lewis (Pichan family), Irene Giese (Frank
family), Linda Pruchnik (Bertram family)
Continued Healing: Sandy Bryer, Donna Cole, Marlene Heise, Lisa Hicks-Clayton, Mary Murphy,
Les Pedersen, Linda Hicks, Ralph & Oma Butzke, Ryan Romanczyk & Greg Millville (Cochran family),
Marilyn Wischer, Rosalie Hanson, and Nathan Chall (Barnes family)
Health Concerns: Jean Donley (Sproul family), Sharon Henry, Bill Dettman, John Fowler, Donna
Gorman, Judy, Bill Makowske, Gary Mueller, Steve Scheere, John Schwaegerle, Robert Upsher
(Murphy family), Lola, Janeene Rotta, Shirley Brandt, Mary (Addler family), and Coral Lepper
(Hanson family)
Personal Concerns: Kim McKenna, Pam Gray, and Maurice St. Pierre
Serving in the Military: Andrew Bryer, Patrick Dennis, Gunnar Meyering, Michael O’Farrell, David
Schultz, Jr., Alex Molnar, Steve Selleck, Kevin Vedder, & Nathan Cooke

Missionaries: Rev. Charles & Cheryl Ferry and Brandon & Lynnea Holmes
Birthdays: 05/03: Adalynn Adler
05/04: John Jennings
05/04: Piper Stone
Monroe Adler
Mary Murphy
05/05: Chayton Sharp

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.
Mission & Outreach Minute
John 15:1-8: Jesus is the Vine and we are the branches. Apart from the Vine, we can do nothing
to please God. In fact, apart from the vine, we can do nothing at all! But, staying attached to the
True Vine makes us productive branches who bear much fruit, including the fruit of sharing the
Good News of Jesus with hearts that are afire for Him.

Next Week’s Bible Readings
Psalm 98 Acts 10:34-48 1 John 5:1-8 John 15:9-17

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday Bible Study

Sunday Bible Class meets after worship at 11:00 a.m. in the school library. Jesus will
illustrate His teaching of what makes a person “clean” or “unclean” with His exorcism
of an unclean spirit among the Gentiles (Mark 7:24-30) and also healing a person with
deafness (7:31-37) so that he could hear and speak. We’ll close with Jesus’ feeding of
the 4,000.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Project Work Day
This Saturday, May 8, 9am – 12pm

We will be painting the quilters’ room and cleaning up the grounds
around the church.
Laborers always welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Curbside Communion: May 9, 23, and 30
Pastor Mau brings Communion to your car after worship Sunday mornings. Pastor
checks his phone for text messages requesting Communion after worship. Text or call
min at (847)62-9068. It’s getting warmer, so cone on out!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SHARE: H-T Food Pantry: Saturday, May 15 @ 9:00 a.m.
SHARE Food Pantry is now the
third Saturday of the month from 9 – 10 a.m.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PENTECOST is on May 23, the Fourth Sunday of May.

We will offer worship times of 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Plans are to have a candle lighting ceremony where from the one fire of Pentecost many fires of
passionate faith have been ignited through the workings of the Holy Spirit.
Do you have relatives who have difficulty getting to worship but could make a later service? Why
not make arrangements to pick them up and bring them to the 11:00 a.m. service.
Holy Communion will be administered at both services.
Drive up Communion will be available between services.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

AAA Pregnancy Resource Center Mother’s Day Gift Baskets
Thank you!!
We Blew the Top Off the Bottle with $1,963 collected!!

Thanks to everyone who contributed toward the successful drive.
The new mothers and their babies have been blessed by your generosity!!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Concordia News

7th/8th Grade Teacher and Athletic Director: Jim Hoeft
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The school year is moving so fast here at Concordia. We are already three weeks into the fourth
quarter. Where has the time gone?!
The 7th and 8th graders are diving into the world of Shakespeare as they read the famous play,
Romeo and Juliet. As expected, the Shakespearean language is unfamiliar to them, but the students
are amazed at how awesome a storyteller Shakespeare is. His techniques shaped the direction of
the movies and television shows we enjoy today. The students are thoroughly enjoying this play!
The girls’ basketball season is now complete. The girls worked hard and progressed all season long.
The girls had a game on Tuesday to finish off the regular season. They also completed in the WLAL
Tournament on Thursday and Friday. Results can be found on the WLAL website
(WLALSports.org). We are so proud of their efforts this season. Way to go, Knights!
Thank you for your continued support of Concordia Lutheran School. We are so blessed to have
such loving congregations who support our mission!

Watch Sunday Worship at Home
Can’t make Sunday worship? You can still worship with the congregation or visit
hosannatabor.org, scroll down the home page and click Sunday worship.
Sunday’s worship is available Saturday at 10 a.m.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOSANNA-TABOR: May 2 - 9, 2020
Pastor Mau’s office hours: Tue, Wed, & Thu 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Pastor Mau may be reached at 847-962-9068 or gmau@hosannatabor.org
Office hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Sun.

02 Worship Service (Confirmation Sunday)
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
11:00 a.m.
Mon. 03
Tues. 04 “Inspired by Hope” thoughts and pictures due
Elders Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Wed 05
Thu. 06 Quilters
9:00 a.m.
Planning Committee Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Fri.
07
Sat.
08 Sunday Worship at Home available on our website
10:00 a.m.
Sun. 09 Communion Service (Dimes for Missions: Rev. & Mrs. Ferry)
9:30 a.m.
Mother’s Day
Curbside Communion
10:45 a.m.
Bible Study
11:00 a.m.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SERVING US THIS SUNDAY, (May 2)
Rev. Gerhard Mau
Elder: Gerry Moehring
Organist: Roman Lizak
Reader: Tom Pichan & Jim Hoeft
Crucifer: Jackson Pichan
Counters: Sharon Fischer and Walter Schultz
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY, (May 9)
Rev. Gerhard Mau
Elders: Paul Mills and Jim Pranschke
Organist: Roman Lizak
Reader: T.B.D.

