
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Third Sunday of Easter Devotional 

 “Children of God” 
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As We Gather 
 

The Preaching of Repentance and Forgiveness of Sins Makes Us Pure 
 

The risen Lord Jesus taught His disciples “that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 
the dead” and “that repentance for the forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations” (Luke 24:46–47). Therefore, St. Peter preaches repentance and forgiveness to the people of 
Jerusalem. As he proclaims that Jesus fulfilled all that “God foretold by the mouth of all the prophets” 
(Acts 3:18), he also convicts the people of their sin, because they “delivered over and denied” this Lord 
Jesus and “killed the Author of life.” Yet God “glorified his servant Jesus” and raised Him from the dead 
(Acts 3:13–15). St. Peter calls the people to repent, so that their “sins may be blotted out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 3:19–20). Through this forgiveness of sins 
and by faith in this forgiveness, the Father shows His love for us in order that “we should be called 
children of God; and so we are” (1 John 3:1). Thus, we hope in Him and are made pure even “as he is 
pure,” because “he appeared in order to take away sins, and in him there is no sin” (1 John 3:3, 5). 

CARES 

Confesses Jesus as Lord and Savior 

Assembles to worship Him 

Reaches out to share the Gospel 

Educates people to follow Him 

Serves our Lord and community 



In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Psalm 4   

Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! 
 You have given me relief when I was in distress. 
 Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 
O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 
 How long will you love vain words and seek after lies? 
But know that the LORD has set apart the godly for himself; 
 the LORD hears when I call to him. 
Be angry, and do not sin; 
 ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and be silent. 
Offer right sacrifices, 
 and put your trust in the LORD. 
There are many who say, “Who will show us some good? 
 Lift up the light of your face upon us, O LORD!” 
You have put more joy in my heart 
 than they have when their grain and wine abound. 
In peace I will both lie down and sleep; 
 for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen 
 

Collect 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.  Let us pray. 
 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to Your 
faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and eternal 
joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Hymn 478 The Day of Resurrection 
1 The day of resurrection! 

    Earth, tell it out abroad, 
The passover of gladness, 
    The passover of God. 
From death to life eternal, 
    From sin’s dominion free, 
Our Christ has brought us over 
    With hymns of victory. 

 

2 Let hearts be purged of evil 
    That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal 
    Of resurrection light 
And, list’ning to His accents, 
    May hear, so calm and plain, 
His own “All hail!” and, hearing, 
    May raise the victor strain. 

3 Now let the heav’ns be joyful, 
    Let earth its song begin, 
Let all the world keep triumph 
    And all that is therein. 
Let all things, seen and unseen, 
    Their notes of gladness blend; 
For Christ the Lord has risen, 
    Our joy that has no end! 

 

D 4 All praise to God the Father, 
    All praise to God the Son, 
All praise to God the Spirit, 
    Eternal Three in One! 
Let all the ransomed number 
    Fall down before the throne 
And honor, pow’r, and glory 
    Ascribe to God alone! 

Text: Public domain 



 Stewardship Minute 

 

Scripture Reading 1 John 3:1-7 
 

 1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know 
him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 
3And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
 4Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness. 5You know that he appeared to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 
6No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one who keeps on sinning has either 
seen him or known him. 7Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices 
righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 
  

This is the Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Sermon   “CHILDREN OF GOD”   

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and 

so we are (1 John 3:1)  

John is called the apostle of love.  Do you want to understand love?  Read John’s writings.  

Today John instructs us: “See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be 

called children of God.”  Your heavenly Father goes beyond calling you His child: He makes 

you His child.  John writes: “that we should be called children of God; and so we are.”  John 

doesn’t say be good and someday you will be accepted as God’s child.  You already are God’s 

child right now!  John says:  “Beloved, we are God’s children now!”  

But aren’t all people God’s children?  Every so often we get a Presidential election where 

every candidate is saying We are all God’s children, be one Jewish or Christian or Muslim or 

agnostic or atheistic.  That’s politics for you!   

Yet when I open up my catechism handbook to Question 96 and read “Why is the first person 

of the Trinity called “the Father”?”, I get in answer B: God is “the Father of all people, because 

He created them.”  The answer then goes on to say:  “Strictly speaking, there is only one human 

race, because all human beings are equally the children of Adam and Eve and are equally 

redeemed by Christ.”   

You know how on the census and in many other documents you are asked your race.  You 

are supposed to check off “white” or “African American” or “Pacific Islander” or one of the 

other options.   I often check:  “None of the above” and in the blank to insert your race I write 

“human”.  I am of the one human race.     

1 John 3:2 – “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see 
him as he is.” The essence of our sanctification is becoming like our Lord. As St. John notes, this 
will only be completed in the Resurrection. In the meantime, we strive toward that goal because 
we want to walk in the footsteps of our Lord. By His grace we share His destiny in eternal life, 
and therefore we desire to share His life of service now. 
 



Our catechism handbook offers these Bible passages in support of one human race:  Malachi 

2:10 “Have we not all one Father?  Did not one God create us?”  It also cites Acts 17:26 “From 

one man [God] made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth.”   

I remember reading a commentary on Philemon.  Philemon owned slaves.  The commentator 

noted that in ancient Roman times, the Romans didn’t care whom they enslaved.  It didn’t 

matter if you came from Africa or the Middle East or Europe, if you had white skin and black 

skin, if you had blue eyes or brown eyes or green eyes, if you had black hair or brown hair or 

blond hair or were a red head, or what your eye shape was or what your cheek bone structure 

was like, the Romans didn’t discriminate.  As long as you weren’t a Roman citizen, you could 

be subject to slavery.  And in early Christianity, the slave owner and the slaves he owned 

worshiped in the same church at the same worship service.  I can imagine the challenges the 

pastor would have in that congregation!    

The commentator went on to note it was very different here in our American history.  In our 

country, slavery was very much a thing of skin color.   Master and slave did not worship in 

the same congregation.  Nor were master and slave subject to the same pastor who didn’t 

take sides but preached Christ’s message to both as Paul did in the New Testament.   

Race is more ingrained in our culture than we recognize.  For us Christians, however, there 

is no room for any kind of racism because God made only one human race.  And Christ also 

died and rose for all people.  And so we acknowledge that God “desires all people to be saved 

and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:4).   In this way, all people are God’s 

children. 

But on the another hand, not all people will spend eternity with God.  Not all people are God’s 

eternal children living inside God’s family.  Our catechism handbook says “God is the Father 

of my Lord Jesus Christ and also my Father through faith in Christ Jesus.”  It cites Galatians 3:26 

“You are all [children] of God through faith in Christ Jesus.”  Only believers in Christ Jesus are 

God’s forever children destined to live with God in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and 

blessedness.  And that only through faith in Christ Jesus as God’s eternal Son and through 

faith in Christ’s redemption on the cross and His resurrection from the grave. 

How can it be that not every human being will experience God’s eternal love?  John this 

morning answers in verse 1: “The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not 

know Him.”  John calls those who are born in Christ, who live in God, as the children of God.  

People who do not avail themselves of Jesus’ salvation will experience a day where God’s 

love is removed.  We call that day judgement to hell. 

John writes in verse 4 that “everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices 

lawlessness.  Sin is lawlessness.”  Christ Jesus appeared “to take away sins”.  In Jesus is no sin.  

It is how Jesus’ blood on the cross is able to cleanse us, wash us of sin and lawlessness (1 

John 1:7).   

Now, we all sin.  Doesn’t that make each of us a practitioner of sinning and lawlessness?  Don’t 

each of us “keep on sinning” (1 John 3:6)?  Then what is the difference between the Christian 

and the non-Christian, for both keep on sinning. 



That’s where repentance comes in.  Repentance is coming to the Lord Jesus Christ with our 

sin.  We acknowledge sin as a sin, as something that disrupts our life with God and disrupts 

life with one another.  We seek forgiveness.  We seek to amend our life.  We seek the truth 

Jesus has for us.  And we express God’s truth as revealed in Scripture.  Sometimes that truth 

is admitting one was too quick to judge the circumstances of someone else.  Sometimes that 

truth is admitting one didn’t quite have as mature of an understanding of Scripture as one 

thought.  Sometimes that truth is sticking to what God clearly teaches in Scripture even if 

people around us begin to ridicule us for it.   

I wonder, do you like being called a child?  Most children experience a time where they don’t 

want to be called a child anymore.  They’ve become an adult or a teenager or a preteen, not 

a child.  Yet how many adults wish for a time where one could be just a child.   

God calls you His children.  What do you think of that?  God doesn’t call you a child to make 

you feel helpless or to belittle you.  He wants you to feel that you belong, that you are 

protected and loved, and that you have a very important life ahead of you.   

My children know how to read me, how to approach me for their advantage.  God calls you 

His child because He wants you to learn to read Him, to approach Him for your eternal 

advantage.  We can’t climb into His lap and tell Him what is on our mind.  So He stoops down 

to you and scoops you up on His lap so that you can tell Him what is on your mind.  He wants 

you to know that He will listen.  He will act in a way consistent for what is best for you.  That 

is what it means to be called the children of God. 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  And because He is risen, you get to be 

His child forever.  How will you avail yourself of this special relationship?  Will you reach out 

to others with the message of Jesus?  Will you live a life of repentance?  Will you approach 

God seeking your eternal advantage? 

In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Hymn 482 This Joyful Eastertide 
 

1 This joyful Eastertide 
    Away with sin and sorrow! 
My love, the Crucified, 
    Has sprung to life this 
morrow: Refrain 

 

ref Had Christ, who once was slain, 
    Not burst His three-day prison, 
Our faith had been in vain: 
    But now has Christ arisen, 
    arisen, arisen; 
    But now has Christ arisen! 

 

2 Death’s flood has lost its chill 
    Since Jesus crossed the river; 
Lover of souls, from ill 
    My passing soul deliver: Refrain 

 

3 My flesh in hope shall rest 
    And for a season slumber 
Till trump from east to west 
    Shall wake the dead in number: 
Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
 
 
 



Prayer 
 

Give peace, Lord, to our homes and enliven them by Christ’s resurrected life. Let the 
forgiveness of sins reign among husband and wives, fathers and mothers among 
daughters and sons, and among those who live with companions in ways that honor 
Your name.  Assure those who live alone that they, too, are Your children, upheld by Your 
right hand.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

Almighty God, preserve our nation and its leaders, especially Joseph, our president, and 
Gretchen, our governor. Preserve order and decency in this fallen world by their hands 
and restrain the sins and deceptions of the lawless, that we may practice righteousness 
while awaiting the eternal peace promised in Christ’s wounds alone.  In Jesus’ name we 
pray, Amen. 
 

Gracious Father, as Your Son’s wounds brought gladness and peace to the troubled 
disciples, give Your presence and comfort to the troubled in our midst [especially 
_____________]. Comfort also those who weep [especially _____________] with the blessed joy 
of Easter morning.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

Gracious Lord of the Church, bless Simon and Samuel as they prepare to make their 
confirmation vows and as they prepare themselves to avail themselves of all the 
blessings and helps Jesus’ body and blood offers in the Sacrament.  Use this time not only 
to draw them and the ones they love closer to You, but also to remind us of our vows to 
You that we may live a life of repentance, forgiveness, hope of Your eternal presence and 
strength, and serving in Your name.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen. 
 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us 
to the beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant 
that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our 
doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

LET US PRAY FOR 
Cancer: Karen Cox, Donny Cutaiar, Carol Farmere, Terry Gould, Evelyn Koening, Sheryl Voyles,    

Joanne Zieroth, Kristine Marlatt (Hoeft family), Tim Lewis (Pichan family), Irene Giese (Frank 

family), Linda Pruchnik (Bertram family) 

Continued Healing: Sandy Bryer, Donna Cole, Marlene Heise, Lisa Hicks-Clayton, Mary Murphy,  
Les Pedersen, Linda Hicks, Ralph Butzke, Ryan Romanczyk & Greg Millville (Cochran family), 

Marilyn Wischer, Rosalie Hanson, Becky Adler, Nathan Chall (Barnes family),  

Health Concerns: Jean Donley (Sproul family), Sharon Henry, Bill Dettman, John Fowler, Donna 

Gorman, Judy, Bill Makowske, Gary Mueller, Steve Scheere, John Schwaegerle, Robert Upsher 

(Murphy family), Lola, Janeene Rotta, Shirley Brandt, Mary (Addler family), and Coral Lepper 

(Hanson family) 

Personal Concerns: Kim McKenna, Pam Gray, and Maurice St. Pierre 

Serving in the Military: Andrew Bryer, Patrick Dennis, Gunnar Meyering, Michael O’Farrell, David  

Schultz, Jr., Alex Molnar, Steve Selleck, Kevin Vedder, & Nathan Cooke 

Missionaries: Rev.  Charles & Cheryl Ferry and Brandon & Lynnea Holmes 
Birthdays: 04/17: Janet Krupski 04/19: Kris Bieniewicz 
 



Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray: 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Blessing 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

The bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face to shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 
 

Mission & Outreach Minute 

 

Next Week’s Bible Readings  
Psalm 23    Acts 2:42-47    1 Peter 2:19-25    John 10:1-10 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Sunday Bible Study 

Jesus walks on water and explains what is clean and unclean in today’s Bible Class, 11:00 
a.m., in the school library.  We’ll cover Mark 6:40 – 7:23. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 May’s Newsletter is right around the corner!  Please submit your article to Michelle in 

the church office by April 21 for inclusion in May’s Newsletter.    

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Ladies Book Club: 

              Thur., Apr. 22, 7:00 pm (EDT) 6:00 pm (CDT) in the library  

We will be following COVID protocols. The book for April is  
                            The Chronicles of Narnia (2), The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe, by C.S. Lewis. 

                          If anyone is interested in some fellowship, please feel free to join us. 
 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Curbside Communion: April 25 

Pastor Mau brings Communion to your car after worship Sunday mornings.  Pastor 

checks his phone for text messages requesting Communion after worship. Text or 

call min at (847)62-9068. It’s getting warmer, so cone on out!  

 

 

Luke 24:36-49:  Jesus gives a mission statement to all His followers: “Repentance and forgiveness of 
sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations.”  Thanks be to God, we are not left on our own 
in this great task.  Luke tells us that we have been clothed with power from on high.  The Holy Spirit 
guides and directs our witness and He takes our message of repentance and forgiveness and brings 
about faith in those who hear. 
 



Sunday, May 2, is Confirmation Sunday 
Simon Hoeft and Samuel Pichan will give a brief testimony and make their Confirmation 
vows.  First Communion for them will be May 9.  Let’s keep them in your prayers.  

 

 “Gracious Lord of the Church, bless Simon and Samuel as they prepare to make their 
confirmation vows and as they prepare themselves to avail themselves of all the blessings and helps 
Jesus’ body and blood offers in the Sacrament.  Use this time not only to draw them and the ones they 
love closer to You, but also to remind me of my vow to You that I may live a life of repentance, forgiveness, 
hope of Your eternal presence and strength, and serving in Your name.  In Jesus name I pray, Amen.” 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~        

              AAA Pregnancy Resource Center Mother’s Day Gift Baskets 
   Thank you!! We Blew the Top Off the Bottle!! 
                 Goal was $1,500. $1,963 was collected!! 
 

Thanks to everyone who contributed toward the successful drive. 
                  The new mothers and their babies have been blessed by your generosity!! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Communion Update 
Your Board of Elders is discussing when to return doing Communion as we have 
done in the past.  We still could not use the Common Cup.  But the bread and the 
wine would once again be on the altar.  Just before Communion Pastor and the elder 

would lavishly apply hand sanitizer to their hands.  Pastor and the elder would wear a face mask for 
the entire Communion distribution as now.  The elder would hand out (or carry a tray of) the bread 
and the pastor would carry the individual tray of wine/grape juice to you.  We still would limit how 
many came to the communion rail to physically distance between family units.  Would this be 
acceptable to start in May or June?  Or do we need to wait for more secure and reassuring data on the 
pandemic being concluded?  Let an elder or pastor know your thoughts so that we can be sensitive 
to the needs of our congregation as we consider getting us back to normal.  Thank you! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~   

Concordia News 
Kindergarten Teacher: Bekah Hoeft 

 

The kindergarten class are readying themselves to be life-long learners.  They are curious about 
everything.  Outside, we have been looking for signs of spring as we walk around our 
building.  They've found tulips and hyacinth and want to know the names of the other plants that are 
sending up shoots; they like to have the names of the plants repeated every time we see them: lilies 
and hostas and coral bells and mums.  We see birds and they ask about their names: cardinals and 
kildeer and geese and red-tailed hawks and sparrows and vultures and even the occasional 
eagle.  This week we found 4 little eggs and a protective mama kildeer on our parking lot; they ask 
questions and are curious about when we'll see the babies and what they will look like.   
 

Inside, we read and reread stories finding new things to think about and talk about every time.  The 
kindergarten kids help each other sound out long words (sometimes 6 or 7 letter words!).  We've 
learned about idioms and personification; they tell me examples they've heard before and think up 
new ones.  They ask and try to figure out on their own math problems.  They build and play and get 
frustrated and solve problems.  They have learned about our Savior's plan, from Creation to the 
Resurrection, love Jesus, and love to listen to and retell our Bible stories.  
 

It is amazing to see how much they have grown and learned this school 
year.  Their constant curiosity, love of learning, perseverance, and pride they 
found in conquering something tricky are an encouragement and inspiration!  

 



Watch Sunday Worship at Home 
Can’t make Sunday worship? You can still worship with the congregation or visit 

hosannatabor.org, scroll down the home page and click Sunday worship.  
Sunday’s worship is available Saturday at 10 a.m.  

We will have a Good Friday Devotional available on-line as well. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

HOSANNA-TABOR: Apr 18 - 25, 2020 
Pastor Mau’s office hours: Tue, Wed, & Thu 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Pastor Mau may be reached at 847-962-9068 or gmau@hosannatabor.org  
Office hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

 
 Sun.  18 Worship Service          9:30 a.m.                       

  Bible Study                11:00 a.m. 
Mon.  19   

 Tues. 20 “Inspired by Hope” thoughts and pictures due 
    Church Council meeting          7:00 p.m. 
 Wed  21 May Newsletter Articles are due 
 Thu.  22 Quilters            9:00 a.m. 
    Ladies Book Club          7:00 p.m. 
 Fri.  23  
       Sat.   24 Sunday Worship at Home available on our website                              10:00 a.m. 
 Sun.  25 Communion Service (Dimes for Missions: Rev. & Mrs. Ferry)          9:30 a.m.                       

  Curbside Communion               10:45 a.m. 
  Bible Study                11:00 a.m. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SERVING US THIS SUNDAY, (Apr 18) 
Rev. Gerhard Mau 
Elder: Rich Lewandowski 
Organist: Roman Lizak 
Reader: Judy Schwaegerle 
Counters: Gerry Moehring and Jane Reed 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY, (Apr 25) 
Rev. Gerhard Mau 
Elders: Bob Cochran and Mick Giandiletti 
Organist: Roman Lizak 
Reader: Sharon Fischer 
Counters: Mick Giandiletti and Jim Lubeck 
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