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CARES

Confesses Jesus as Lord and Savior
Assembles to worship Him
Reaches out to share the Gospel
Educates people to follow Him
Serves our Lord and community

As We Gather
On this final Sunday of the Christmas season, we remember the Magi coming to worship the new born
king. Their witness, however, instigates a response of violence as Herod seeks to snuff out this Child’s
life. We are not to be surprised that there will be suffering and injustice until Christ returns with His
armies of angels. Still, the light of the nations has arrived. He brings eternal salvation and
righteousness with Him. Let us come and worship Him!

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Psalm 72:1-11,18
P Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son!
C May he judge your people with righteousness,
and your poor with justice!
P Let the mountains bear prosperity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness!
C May he defend the cause of the poor of the people,
give deliverance to the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor!
P May they fear you while the sun endures,
and as long as the moon, throughout all generations!
C May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass,
like showers that water the earth!
P In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no more!
C May he have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth!
P May desert tribes bow down before him and his enemies lick the dust!
C May the kings of Tarshish and of the coastlands render him tribute;
may the kings of Sheba and Seba bring gifts!
P May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him!
C Blessèd be the LORD, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.
C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Collect of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P

C

O God, by the leading of a star You made known Your only-begotten Son to the Gentiles.
Lead us, who know You by faith, to enjoy in heaven the fullness of Your divine presence;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Hymn: 370 What Child Is This
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!
2

Why lies He in such mean estate
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,
The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!
3

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary!

Text: Public domain

Stewardship Minute
1 Kings 3:4 – “And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place.
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.” Now that’s a big sacrifice! But, of
course, Solomon offered sacrifices in proportion to his wealth. The Lord had blessed him greatly, so his
sacrifices were correspondingly large. Jesus also praised the widow’s mite, a small amount of money,
but a great sacrifice in proportion to her means.
Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 2:1-12

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king heard this, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people,
he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it
is written by the prophet:
“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had
appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when
you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” After listening to the
king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them
until it came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and
they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their
own country by another way.
P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Sermon: “What Child Is This?” (Matthew 2:2)
What Child is this we sing and worship at Christmas? He means different things to different people.
This morning we look at what the Christ Child means for the Magi, for Herod, and for Joseph. But the
important question is: What does this Child mean for you?
Magi travel a great distance so that they can prostrate themselves before baby Jesus, worship Him,
and adore Him. Perhaps they rode on camels. Perhaps they wore rich clothing. They brought
treasures that you give someone special. They present baby Jesus gifts of gold, incense, and myrrh.
What were they doing giving Jesus these gifts? Perhaps they were trying to say: Baby Jesus, You are
born King over Israel. Please accept these tokens that our hearts belong to You. When You come to save
Your people, remember that there are others who are in need of saving. Please spread Your rule to
include us as well. Spread Your rule to include all who will receive You as their King. Please remember
us when You come into Your kingdom.
Magi are still around. They are people who follow Christ Jesus as the bright morning star for salvation
and eternal life. Now salvation and eternal life isn’t just something beautiful in the far future.
Salvation and eternal life are like investing our todays lived under His instruction because we know
of the promise to come. Jesus says “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. I
give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of My hand” (John
10:27-28).
How about you? What does the Christmas Child mean for you? Is He one worthy for you to go the
distance putting Your best before Him? Is He worthy of You knelling before Him to worship and
adore Him?
Then there is Herod. King Herod is disturbed over news of baby Jesus’ birth. King Herod is like a
tornado who gets everyone in Jerusalem anxious and upset. Everyone knows of King Herod’s temper
tantrums. People die when King Herod has one of those tantrums.
Temper tantrums are violent ways to gain control over people. Temper tantrums flare to force people
to do as you say. No one ever wins with a temper tantrum. Herod is furious because he is outwitted
by the Magi. Outraged, Herod decrees all baby boys two and under be butchered in Bethlehem and
in its surroundings. That kind of puts a damper on your Christmas celebration, doesn’t it?
Jesus warns us of the cost of discipleship. You may have to give up that promotion in order to remain
faithful to Christ Jesus. You may have to endure ridicule in order to remain faithful to Christ Jesus.
You might not be able to play the role of a brightly burning meteor that shines in spectacular glory
but which destroys everything that comes in its path. Instead, you may have a quiet, steady role of
nurturing people and everything in God’s creation.
Discipleship cost eleven of Jesus’ twelve the death of martyrs. And more people have died for
confessing Christ in the 20th century than in the 19 previous centuries. The Book of Revelation speaks
of all the troubles Christians may face because of the Herod’s of life. Revelation also speaks of great
beauty for those who remain in Christ’s camp. Jesus says “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you
the crown of life” (Rev. 2:10). Does the Christ Child mean enough for you to endure the temper
tantrums of the Herod’s of life?
Finally we have Joseph. Poor Joseph. He has all these hopes and dreams. He saved himself or
marriage to a beautiful and faithful woman only to find out she was with child. Then He found out
she was going to give birth to the Christmas Child. He built up his business in Nazareth only to have
to start up again in Bethlehem. And when he finally settles in Bethlehem, he has to flee to Egypt in
order to protect the Child from King Herod. There in Egypt, as a stranger in a strange place, Joseph
sets up shop again. He prays the Lord to send enough business his way to support his family.

Poor Joseph. He had so many hopes and dreams. But because of his faithfulness to the Lord, all those
hopes and dreams had to be reset.
I suspect Joseph never became someone important in the community. Perhaps he never became
anyone special in the synagogue. We don’t ever hear of him striving for political or business fame.
He took care of his wife Mary. He provided for and protected Mary’s Son Jesus. He taught Jesus how
to earn a living as a carpenter. He taught Jesus the faith the best he could. He moved the family back
to Nazareth where Jesus could be safe from politicians anxious to kill Him. Nazareth was a hick town.
There Jesus would grow up unknown and not bothered by anyone else in the empire. Joseph gave up
so much in order to provide and protect wife and Child. That is what God required of Joseph.
What does God require of you? Is it as a father who is not found in bars or busy establishing one’s
name instead providing humble leadership, protection, and the needs for one’s family? Is it as a wife
and mother who encourages others and places their comforts ahead of her own? Is it as a grandfather
or grandmother or aunt or uncle or as a special person to someone whose journey in life would be
poorer except for the wealth of friendship you provide? Faithfulness is not a one-time thing.
Faithfulness takes practice. Faithfulness is timeless. Faithfulness means sacrifice of what you want
in order to give what God requires. Faithfulness’ rewards are still coming. And they do come.
What Child is this we sing and worship at Christmas time? Is He one who requires you to give up on
some of Your hopes and dreams to take on His hopes and dreams for you? Is He one who requires
you to endure the temper tantrums of others distressed over His presence? Is He worthy of your
going the distance presenting Him the best You have to offer? What Child is this we worship and sing
about at Christmas?
In Jesus’ name, Amen.
Hymn: 397 As with Gladness Men of Old
1

2

3

As with gladness men of old
Did the guiding star behold;
As with joy they hailed its light,
Leading onward, beaming bright;
So, most gracious Lord, may we
Evermore be led by Thee.
As with joyful steps they sped,
Savior, to Thy lowly bed,
There to bend the knee before
Thee, whom heav’n and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.
As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle, rude and bare,
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin’s alloy,

All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heav’nly King.
4

Holy Jesus, ev’ry day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransomed souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.

5

In the heav’nly country bright
Need they no created light;
Thou its light, its joy, its crown,
Thou its sun which goes not down;
There forever may we sing
Alleluias to our King.

Text: Public domain

Prayer
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
P
C

Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Innocents
Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth Your praise not by speaking but
by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with Your will that our lives may bear witness to the
faith we profess with our lips. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
Those with Needs
Heavenly Father, give patience and endurance to all who are sick or in any need, especially
_____________. Grant healing in accordance with Your will of body body and heart. Receive our
thanksgiving for every blessing and kindness You have shown to Your people, especially
___________________. Give comfort and hope to all who mourn. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
For Grace
O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the
beginning of this day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall
into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your
governance, may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LET US PRAY FOR
Cancer: Karen Cox, Donny Cutaiar, Carol Farmere, Terry Gould, Evelyn Koening, Sheryl Voyles,
Joanne Zieroth, Sally Kreutzkamp, Kristine Marlatt (Hoeft family), Tim Lewis (Pichan
family), Irene Giese (Frank family), Luan Hamit (Pichan family), Virginia Cowles, Linda
Pruchnik (Bertram family)
Continued Healing: Sandy Bryer, Donna Cole, Marlene Heise, Lisa Hicks-Clayton, Mary Murphy,
Les Pedersen, Linda Hicks, Ralph Butzke, Ryan Romanczyk & Greg Millville
(Cochran family), Marilyn Wischer, Ruth Mackie, & Rosalie Hanson
Health Concerns: Bill Dettman, John Fowler, Donna Gorman, Judy, Bill Makowske, Gary Mueller,
Steve Scheere, John Schwaegerle, Robert Upsher (Murphy family), Lola, Janeene
Rotta, Shirley Brandt, and Mary (Addler family)
Personal Concerns: Kim McKenna, Pam Gray, and Maurice St. Pierre
Serving in the Military: Andrew Bryer, Patrick Dennis, Gunnar Meyering, Michael O’Farrell, David
Schultz, Jr., Alex Molnar, Steve Selleck, Kevin Vedder, & Nathan Cooke
Birthdays: 01/06: Deana Graham
01/07: Timothy Johnson, Jr

01/08: Jeff Salo
01/09: Sharlene Caltabiano

01/10: Rebecca Bozzi

Benedicamus
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Mission & Outreach Minute
Matthew 2:1-12: The star of the Epiphany story is actually the star itself! God used the star to lead
the Magi to the Savior of the world that they might worship Him. As God’s faithful witness, you may
be the “star” that God uses to lead someone in your life to worship the Lord and Savior of the world,
Jesus Christ! Shine bright!

Next Week’s Bible Readings
Genesis 1:1-5

Psalm 29; Romans 6:1-11

Mark 1:4-11

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sunday Bible Study @ 11:00 a.m. in the Library
Sunday’s Bible class begins Mark 2. The importance of forgiveness to Jesus’ ministry is
brought out. Join the class in the library room at 11:00 a.m.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Decoration take down
Join your friends Saturday, January 9, for a physical distanced
de-adorning the church (taking down the Christmas decorations) beginning at
9 a.m. The wearing of a mask is required.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Curbside Communion: Sundays, Jan 10, 24, & 31
Pastor Mau continues to bring out Communion after worship to your car or
by appointment at church. Texting him at 847-962-9068 is a good way for
him not to miss you. He checks for text messages after Sunday worship.
Pastor Mau is also happy to bring a devotion, a hymn, and Communion to your home. Call him for
an appointment.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SHARE H-T Food Pantry: Saturday, Jan 16 @ 9:00 a.m.

 Volunteers always welcomed. Face coverings required. Contactless loading

adhered to.
 Need donations of non-perishable grocery items (especially breakfast

cereal) or a monetary gift for us to purchase items.
 Need help with the distribution. Call Jim Pranschke at 734-591-6367 if you
can help with the distribution.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Congregational Voters’ Assembly

Our next Congregational Voters’ Assembly is scheduled for Sunday, January 24,
2021 after worship. Watch future announcements for a listing of important agenda items.

Church Door Replacement/Repairs
Replacement cost is estimated at $4,000. Repairing or replacing some doors and locking
mechanisms on other outside doors is estimated to cost $6,500. Your donation earmarked
“for repairs of church doors” is appreciated and will be used for their replacement/repair.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Our church needs your regular contributions.
Due to having smaller numbers of children using our daycare, our preschool being
temporarily closed and reduced worship attendance, our need for contributions is
especially critical. As you are able please mail or drop off your regular contributions to
the church office or use the electronic giving option.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Concordia News
Principal: Patricia Schultz
Happy New Year! I hope that you and your family have a great 2021, blessed with joy and
contentment. At this point, relief from the restrictions we’ve had in 2020 would be a great joy that
we’re all hoping comes soon.
And I wish you a merry ninth day of Christmas! We are all familiar with the song “The Twelve Days
of Christmas,” but did you know the twelve days are the days after Christmas? The Advent season is
preparation: getting ready for the celebration of the birth of Jesus. In our churches we focus on the
Old Testament prophecies, our need for a Savior, and the coming fulfillment of the prophecies. In our
homes we decorate, bake, and prepare gifts in readiness for the celebration. Then it’s time: the angels
announce the birth and our celebration begins. The celebration continues until January 6, Epiphany,
when we celebrate the coming of the wise men. In our society today the celebration tends to begin
before Christmas and all evidence of Christmas – the decorations, the Christmas music, and the
rejoicing – is gone by December 27, only the second day of Christmas. So to those of you who still
have Christmas trees in the house, eggnog in the refrigerator, and Christmas music on your playlist,
Merry Christmas! Enjoy the Christmas season!
Have you seen the video of the Christmas message from our students? If you haven’t had the
opportunity yet, it’s on YouTube on the Concordia Lutheran School channel. In the confusing
environment of masks and distancing, our students did a great job of announcing the unchanging
message of the Savior’s birth. I think we can all be proud of their work. Special thanks to Mr. and Mrs.
Hoeft for all their work in taking the pictures and editing the video.
As we get ready to begin the new year, we remember our school
theme for this school year: Sent to Serve. Wherever we are,
whatever we do, Christ calls us to serve one another in any way
that we are able.

Can’t make Sunday worship? You can still worship with the congregation or visit
hosannatabor.org, scroll down the home page and click Sunday worship.. Check out
“HosannaTaborMedia” on YouTube. Sunday’s worship is available Saturday at 10 a.m.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

HOSANNA-TABOR: Jan 3 - 10, 2020
Pastor Mau’s office hours: Tue & Thu 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Pastor Mau may be reached at 847-962-9068 or gmau@hosannatabor.org
Office hours: Mon - Fri 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sun. 03 Worship Service
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study
11:00 a.m.
Mon. 04
Tues. 05 “Inspired by Hope” thoughts and pictures due
Elder’s meeting via zoom
7:00 p.m.
Wed 06
Thu. 07 Quilters
9:00 a.m.
Fri.
08
Sat.
09 Decoration Takedown
9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship at Home available at YouTube.com.
10:00 a.m.
(Type “HosannaTaborMedia” in the search box)
Sun. 10 Communion Service
9:30 a.m.
Curbside Communion
Calling or texting Pastor Mau will be helpful: 847-962-9068)
Bible Study
11:00 a.m.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SERVING US THIS SUNDAY (Jan 3, 2020)
Rev. Gerhard Mau
Elder: Gerry Moehring
Organist: Roman Lizak
Counters: Sharon Fisher and Walter Schultz
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SERVING US NEXT SUNDAY (Jan 10, 2020)
Rev. Gerhard Mau
Elders: Paul Mills and Jim Pranschke
Organist: Roman Lizak
Counters: Bob & Judy Cochran and Charles Fischer

